
 

 

 
 

“What is Grand is necessarily obscure to Weak men.  That which can be made explicit to the Idiot is not 

worth my care . . . what is not too Explicit is the fittest for instruction because it rouses the faculties to 

act.”  --William Blake 

Welcome to AP English.  Yes, I know there are capitalization anomalies in the above quote.  That’s the 

way Blake wrote it.  If you noticed the erratic capitalization, then you are off to a good start.  If not, you 

might want to work on it over the summer.  In any case, the Blake quote is at the top of this little 

missive because it embodies what AP English is.  We will be studying difficult texts and concepts in 

order to allow those budding minds of yours to blossom.  Along the way, we will be studying many 

texts by a variety of authors in a variety of genres.  When we are finished, you will be proud that you 

have read and understood some of the most influential pieces of literature in the English language.  To 

that end, here are the texts you must read over the summer: 

Faulkner, William.  The Sound and the Fury. (Vintage International)* 

Shakespeare, William.  Macbeth. 

*You do not need to have the edition listed in parentheses, but that is the edition I will be using, so it 

will be easier for you if our page numbers match. 

Reading a text means that you understand it as well.  You may have to read a book like The Sound and 

the Fury twice or look a few things up to really get it.  Plan accordingly and don’t procrastinate.  As you 

read, you should annotate the text and make note of your questions, comments, and insights.  On the 

first day of school, you will need to walk into my class with the following: 

 

 Copies of both texts you read over the summer 

 A two page typed, double-spaced reaction to The Sound and the Fury.  This should contain your 
impressions, questions, insights, etc. regarding the book.  It is not a formal paper, but “I think 
the cover is pretty” won’t cut it.   

 A one page typed, double-spaced introductory essay telling me about yourself, future plans, 
what you hope get out of the course, favorite books, and anything else you deem important or 
interesting 

 The ability and preparedness to take a test or write an analytical essay on all of your summer 
readings 

 

Have a great summer, and come back ready to go.  If you have any questions, or you just want to drop 

in and be social, please come visit me in room 207. 


